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Early Believers
1. What is the significance of Stephen’s dying vision of Jesus as Son of Man, standing at the right hand of the Father? Consider both elements in your answer: the designation (Son of Man) and the posture (standing, rather than sitting, at the Father’s side). Use the Bible, Ger, and one additional scholarly source to research this and to present your position. 
The Bible illustrates the scenario of the stoning of Stephen to be an illustration of the suffering of early believers for the sake of the gospel of Jesus. The designation that is found in the vision of Stephen is very symbolic. When the people stoned Stephen, the main reason was to ensure a downfall to what he was proclaiming, which was the Good News about the Son of Man. Therefore, when the son of a man appeared, it was an affirmation that what he was preaching was the truth about him. When Stephen described the vision as the son of man was standing, it was to symbolize that it was a sign of victory despite Stephen's fall[footnoteRef:1]. By the symbol of standing, it assured Stephen that Jesus was ready to come down and assist in fighting the battle from the throne of victory. Additionally, there was an assurance that Jesus was still standing despite the fight for the downfall of his work and his message.  [1:  Ger, S., Couch, M. & Hindson, E. (2004). The book of Acts: witnesses to the world. Chattanooga, Tenn: AMG Publishers.
] 

2. Cornelius is described in Acts 10 as devout, fearing God, and prayerful. Indeed, God took note of his good works and heard his prayers. Why was it necessary for Peter to preach the gospel to him? Use the Bible, Ger, and one additional scholarly source to research this and present your position.
In Acts 10, the Bible describes Cornelius as a man whose character, according to the earthly standards, was perfect. In fact, in human terms, the man was a guarantee he pleased God in all that he did. However, the gospel of Jesus was not about good deeds. There was something extra that Cornelius needed, and that was to hear the good news that one was necessary to believe in to be acceptable in the kingdom of God. The good news was in believing in the death and resurrection of the son of a man sent by God. Cornelius's good deeds were supposed to be the fruits of the faith In God, which was to be actualized by believing in the gospel of Jesus Christ, the son of God[footnoteRef:2]. Therefore, since Cornelius was doing it blindly without understanding, there were better rewards of his works after receiving the faith, God had to intervene through the apostle Peter.  [2:  Spencer, F.S. (2008). Book Review: And I Turned to See the Voice: The Rhetoric of Vision in the New Testament. Interpretation, 62, 448 - 448.] 
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